ational

duce artwork. These materials then form an ongoing exhibition,
archive and communication network that highlight the lives of
young people in the world today.

“Mr Scheflen, who began the project in Kenya after first
working with New York youngsters, says the aim of the grow-
ing project is aimed at providing an “educational, artistic and .
cultural exchange”. "

One of the activities completed by teenagers in Africa, the Alevtina Kuzub, chair of the Art Department of the
* USA and Russia has been the making and decorating of masks. ~ Pedagogical College 1l said selecting the 15 students was diffi-
Mr Scheflen said he has been fascinated that many of the St cult because, as well as artistic talent, English-language skills
Petersburg participants chose to depict landmarks of the city  were required. It is hoped two of the students will later accom-
on their masks - like the open bridge and Winter Palace square  pany the project to New York.
on the mask shown left. Teenage journalists from Pyat Uglov (‘Five Corners’) maga-
The youngsters have also been given video cameras to  zine have also been involved in documenting the progress of
make documentaries about their families and friends. All the  the project. When it is completed, each student will receive a

ifteen students from the St Petersburg Pedagogical
College Il have been taking part in a unigue project which
brings together young people from around the globe.
Organised by Kiboko Projects, a non-profit organisation from
New York and headed by photographer Mark Scheflen, the proj-
ect invites teenagers to create diaries about their lives and pro-

material will be exhibited in New York, where Kiboko Projects
has already received support from UNICEF. In 2002 the project
will come back to St Petersburg where, in the run-up to the
city's 300th Anniversary celebrations, the diaries, artwork and
videos will be displayed at the Union of Artists exhibition hall.

bound and printed copy of their illustrated diaries. Two other
copies will be made — ong for the travelling exhibition and one
for a special library.

For more information contact Mark Scheflen at

yumumo@aol.com or look up www.kiboko.org
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